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Course Description and Guidelines
Thank you for taking my class! This course focuses on the study of literature with an emphasis on writing skills.  We will spend our time together examining fiction and nonfiction while improving your comprehension, communication, and critical thinking skills.  Emphasis will be placed on the objectives that are assessed on the End-of-Course exam.  Oh – and I promise we’ll have fun, too. 

End-of-Course (EOC) Information
 This course is an end-of-course exam and all English I students are required to pass this test with at least a Level 3 in order to proceed to English II. The test is 25% of your grade, so there are many reasons to take this exam seriously. There will be many practice activities throughout the semester, so listen for more information.
Power Lunch Requirements

All students must attend four tutorials during Power Lunch each nine week period in every class, including English I. My Power Lunch days are Monday and Friday, but I will be in the Writing Lab (rm 203) helping students, so go there instead of my room. I tutor and assist students during A and B lunch on both days. Students with an A or B can receive credit for a tutorial by teaching or assisting other students in the Writing Lab. Please note: Students who visit solely for social reasons will not receive credit for attending a tutorial. Students must complete work, ask for help, or make test corrections for English I during Power Lunch in order to receive credit. However, working in the Writing Center on any writing activity will count we work on your writing skills together. I usually open my door for Power Lunch every day except Tuesdays when I have a departmental meeting.
Remediation and Tutorial Information
Ms. Ray and Ms. David are in the Media Center and they are excellent resources for additional research materials. The Media Center is open every day during Power Lunch, in addition to before and after school. Please remember that you can print off essays in the Media Center, so there is no excuse for not having a printed copy of your essay.

Another great place to get help with your essays is the Writing Lab. This computer lab is in room 203 and operated by ME. I will help with writing assignments and homework in this class; additionally, I will help students with other assignments, too. If you need help with a Wiki, PowerPoint, etc., don’t forget this resource.

Lessons and handouts are available on http://msnoel.com . If you are absent or going on a trip, be sure to check this website. There’s also an Online Writing Lab on msnoel.com that I have started to help students with research papers, and you can find help for writing formal essays there.
Expectations

As a freshman in high school, there are many expectations and requirements.  For this class, you are expected to:

1. Follow directions;

2. Respect your classmates and your teacher; 

3. Be prepared for class every day with the required materials;
4. Be on time and ready for class to begin;

5. Avoid class interruptions;
6. Remain seated until the bell rings to dismiss you;

7. Follow the Listening Contract;

8. Be in class every day unless you are too sick to do so; and

9. Take care of personal problems such as restroom visits and peer-related situations before or after this class. 
I do not allow my class to be disrupted by students either in my class or outside.  You will not be permitted to leave unless it is an emergency, nor can your friends communicate with you once you are in my class.  

Consequences

There are consequences for poor choices and disruptive behavior. As you can imagine, I will not tolerate unruly or disrespectful students.  I will warn you once, and that warning may be verbal or nonverbal, in the form of a “stern” look.  After that, I will speak to you in private. Further disruptions may result in:
· Parent/Guardian Contact
· Time Out

· Counselor/Coach or other School Personnel Referral
· Parent/Student/Teacher Conference
· Discipline Referral to Administration
Supplies

Required:
· Any  three-ring notebook with dividers 
· Highlighters

· A flash drive (Strongly suggested, but not required. Any brand except SanDisk.)
· Paper & pens/pencils
· One box Kleenex or Puffs (please?)
Absences

As per CHS policy, students cannot miss more than four days (excused or unexcused) in a nine week term and receive a passing grade. Students who miss too many days cannot receive a grade higher than 69, a failing grade, on their report card that quarter. Students may not miss more than eight days in a course. You must process through Student Services before class on the day following an absence.  Please note that two tardies equal one absence.
If you are absent, you must get a Pink Slip from Student Services and show it to me immediately. Students who do not have a Pink Slip when they arrive to class will receive a tardy after multiple reminders.  If you are absent, check http://msnoel.com and ask a peer about what you missed. Make sure you also ask me about what you missed.  You have five school days after an absence to make up any assignments while you were out.  A “1” will be recorded in the grade book until the assignment is made up. This is just a placeholder to remind us both that the assignment needs to be made-up. All work must be completed within two weeks of the grading period. Please try not to miss any school.

Tardies

Students who show up to school late must go to Student Services to sign in and obtain a pass.  After the first tardy, there will be a first tardy. For the second tardy, I will contact your parent and this will be an unexcused absence. The third tardy results in a lunch detention and another parent contact. The fourth tardy requires administration referral, another absence, and possible ISS or more lunch detentions.
Electronic Devices

If your phone rings, I am required to write you up, and it should always be out of sight. Make sure that your phone is off in my class.  Mp3 players can be used after all Listening Contracts are returned. 
Grades

It is your responsibility to keep up with your class standing. All graded materials will be kept in a folder in my class. If you ever want to know your average, please email me a request, and I’ll respond as soon as I can ( Grades will be based on the following percentages:

Tests/Projects 



30%

Daily Work



25%

Essays




25%
Quizzes




20%

Grading Scale for Johnston County

A
100-93

B
92-85

C
84-77

D
76-70

Failing
Below 70

Late Work Policy
Students with an excused absence will have five school days after an absence to make up all assignments. Students must ask for missed assignments. Please keep in mind that most assignments are located on msnoel.com.  Students will receive a “1” until the assignments are handed in so I’ll remember that the student needs to turn the work in. All make-up work must be turned in two weeks before the grading period ends.

Final Words
I am more than willing to help students who put forth effort in my class, but you have to demonstrate an interest and effort. I think we both want you to be successful, so we are bound to do well. You can always find me in at the school or online through my email account. Please email me with any questions or concerns. 

Melissa W. Noël
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Parents or Guardians Must Complete
English I is an EOC class; therefore, it is very important that I have correct contact information in the event that remediation and retesting are necessary. It is possible that a student may miss out on his or her retesting opportunity if I cannot reach you, and then your child will fail English I. If any of this information changes, please email: melissanoel@johnston.k12.nc.us
_________________________________________________________________________________________
I have read Mrs. Noël’s syllabus and understand her course requirements, rules, and guidelines.  I will be responsible for the contents.  I am aware that her lesson plans are posted on www.msnoel.com.  
Please write neatly.
Print Student’s Name Here: _________________________________________

____________________________
  
_______________________________________________
Student’s signature


  
 Parent’s signature (write neatly)
____________________________
  
_______________________________________________

Student’s Email Address (optional)
   
Parent’s Email Address

____________________________
  
_______________________________________________
Student’s Cell Phone Number
(optional)
 Parent’s Cell Phone or Home Number

Date: ________________________                        Work Number __________________________________

Cell Number____________________________________
Parents:  Do you have additional comments that you would like to make? Are there any situations that you would like me to know about? Please write me a note here, or email me at melissanoel@johnston.k12.nc.us or melissa@msnoel.com. 

