
Cleveland High School

Graduation Project Paper Guidelines

The Cleveland High School Graduation Project is a culmination activity which demonstrates a senior’s ability to write, speak, apply knowledge and skills, solve problems, and practice life skills of time management and organization.  This long-term academic project is integrated as a part of the English III and IV curriculum.

Completing a Graduation Project Research Paper is a requirement for graduation in Johnston County.  In addition to class grades for the writing process, there will be a graduation project grade for the paper that will be recorded on the student transcripts.  Students must pass the Graduation Project Paper in order to graduate.  If a paper fails, there will be resubmission opportunities.  
Writing the Research Paper

The research paper is a persuasive (debatable) paper about a carefully developed passion, special interest, or community interest.  Each student develops a thesis based upon a persuasive argument and comes to a conclusion using valid research in order to support the thesis which answers the essential question generated by the student.

Students are responsible for having and saving additional copies of all parts of the process,  including the final draft of the research paper,  in multiple places.  It is not the teacher’s responsibility to keep up with your paper.
Resource textbooks that will be used as guidelines for preparing the research paper are MLA Handbook 2009. 

Research Paper Requirements

· An electronic portfolio using Google sites that students will create and manage
· Documentation of at least 5 sources and 25 quotes that may be used in paper
· Formal/informal outline or other written organizational plan
· Rough draft(s) in MLA format
· 6+ quotes within paper (approximately 2 per body paragraph)
· Self-evaluation of paper

· Final copy (4-6 for standard, 6-8 for honors) in MLA format with Works Cited page posted on e-portfolio 

· One graphic/image in the paper with citation
· 5+ sources on works cited page
· Minimum two Power Lunch teacher or Writing Lab conferences – signed off
Materials needed for the RESEARCH PAPER: 

· One Flash drive (do not get a Scandisk flash drive) and copy of MLA Handbook highly recommended 
· 2-3 highlighter markers

· change for copies and printouts in the media center (10 cents per page/copy)

· copies of sources
· folder with pockets
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Cleveland High School

1892 Polenta Road

Clayton, NC 27520

Main:  919-934-2455  Fax:  919-934-2414

     Jenna Sauls

 

Anne Meredith



Brian Johnson Assistant Principal

         
      Principal
        
  
             Assistant Principal

Dear Parents, 

We are writing to inform you that your student is in the process of completing start the Graduation Project, which is a requirement for graduation in Johnston County.  The Graduation Project is made up of four parts; the first part is completed in English III in the junior year and the other three parts are completed in their senior year.
The first component is the research paper which is researched and written during the junior year. The topic is chosen by the student based on his/her interests.   For example, if the student has an interest in helping underprivileged children, then his/her research paper may have focused on an issue of child development.  The key is that the research paper must be persuasive in nature, not simply explaining about an interest.  In addition to a class grade, there is a pass/fail credit for the paper component of the graduation project that will be recorded on the student transcripts.  Students must pass the Graduation Project Paper in order be placed in English IV.
The second component is the product itself. This is done in the senior year.  The student must demonstrate through physical means an extension of his/her research. Continuing with the idea of child development, he/she may have discovered in his/her research that many children who are underprivileged do not get meals on the weekends.  As a result of this discovery, the student might decide to promote and collect nutritional food for the Backpack Buddies Program of Johnston County.  A minimum of 15 hours of work on the product must be documented by the student and verified by a mentor.

An electronic portfolio is the third component of the Graduation Project is will be started in English III and assessed through the English IV class. The e-portfolio contains all documentation of the project: forms signed and verified, visuals of the student’s steps in making the product, and other documents pertinent to the Graduation Project. 

The fourth component is the presentation of the project to a Senior Board composed of teachers, community partners, business representatives and/or other school personnel. Presentations are done at the end of the semester that the student is enrolled in English IV.  This is the night that the Graduation Project becomes real as the student delivers a seven-to-ten- minute presentation of his/her product, research paper, and e-portfolio before a panel of judges. 

At this time, students are working hard on the research paper.  The paper must be persuasive in nature; in other words, the “experts” debate the issue that the student has chosen.  Students must engage in scholarly research.  Research papers are formal, and do not simply express an opinion, but take a stance and support that stance with facts, data, and analysis.  English III must write a 4-6 page paper, complete with sources, quotes, and a works cited.  Honors English III must write a 6-8 page paper, complete with sources, quotes, and a works cited. The research paper packet may be found on the teachers’ webpapges: www.msnoel.com and www.mrslivaudais.com on the research paper pages.

Feel free to contact me with any questions.

Sincerely,

Kimberly Livaudais

Melissa Noel

Student Name ____________________________

Johnston County Schools Graduation Project

Contract Form

Description: 

The Johnston County Schools Graduation Project is a culminating high school project. 


 

The Graduation Project includes:

1. a research paper

2. a product

3. an electronic portfolio 

4. a presentation 

Student

Requirements: 

The student will

1. develop a written proposal to be approved by the faculty mentor, parent and English III teacher prior to beginning the research paper

2. select and research a topic of interest, develop and write a research paper, and complete a product that is reflective of the Graduation Project topic

3. write, speak, solve problems, and use real life skills, such as time management and organization

4. work with the faculty mentor in collaboration with other community partners, business representatives, and other school-based personnel in the development of the Graduation Project in the senior year

5. keep a product/mentor log, recording hours involved in the product

6. submit a completed research paper, product, portfolio and other evidence at the times designated by the faculty advisor, English III teacher and /or Graduation Project Committee

7. present the completed Graduation Project before a review panel composed of teachers, community partners, business representatives and/or other school personnel in the senior year

I have read and understand the above requirements involving the Johnston County Graduation Project. I agree to abide by the requirements. I will conduct myself with the utmost professionalism in working with school and community leaders. I understand that once the Graduation Project is started, it must be completed within the designated timeframe. I understand that it may be necessary for me to work with my faculty advisor and/or a mentor outside of regular school hours. I realize that my success will depend on my ability to work between school and community resources. I understand that should I fail to successfully complete any part of the Graduation Project (research paper, product, portfolio, and presentation) I will not meet the Johnston County High School Exit Standards requirements for graduation. Each component of this Graduation Project depends on the other three components; therefore, I understand that in order to complete the Graduation Project requirements, I must successfully complete all components. 

	_________________________________
	__________________________________

	Parent/Guardian Signature and Date
	Student Signature and Date


Cleveland High School Honor Code

Honor can be difficult to define because it reveals itself in actions more often than it does in words.   While we all come from different backgrounds, religions, and systems of morality, it is our responsibility as a school community to preserve the ideas that we find necessary to maintain a beneficial learning environment. Every student has the right to live in an academic environment that is free from the injustices caused by any form of intellectual dishonesty.  We all desire a community in which trust, security, happiness, and respect are important for their own sake and are practiced in relationships with others.

Our Honor Code is based on a system of mutual trust among students and faculty; it states that as members of the Cleveland High School community, we will not lie, cheat, steal, or plagiarize. The School is responsible not only for developing students’ minds, but also for developing character, strong morals, and social responsibility. The primary focus of the Cleveland High School Honor code is to promote educational integrity.

E-Portfolios

All components related to the project are stored on an e-portfolio that the students will create using Google Sites.  This portfolio will delineate the progress of the student’s work on this project and include documentation and pictures of the process.  All students are required to have gmail accounts to facilitate this project, and they should store all related documents on google docs.  If the student does not have a google account, they need to sign up for one.  When signing for gmail, the student should use his/her first and last name in order to make it look professional – ex. kimberlylivaudais@gmail.com.  If the first and last names are unavailable, add the birth year or graduation year – ex. Kimberlylivaudais94@gmail.com  Once the student has a google account, he/she will upload all forms, correspond with the teacher, and use this account to create the google cite e-portfolio.
Junior Year E-Portfolio Requirements:
1.  Homepage – with a min. of 1-3 sentences that explain why you chose your topic.  Adding other information or pictures is optional.

2.  GP Forms – you will electronically fill out and upload three forms:  annotated bibliography, approved paper proposal form, and the GP contract form.

3.  About Me page – a resume or curriculum vitae will be added by English IV to this page.

4.  Research Paper – you will paste and attach the successfully completed research paper and the paper outline/organizer.

5.  Reflection – you will complete a business letter to the judges that asks you to reflect on the research paper process.

Name _____________________

English Teacher ______________________

North Carolina Graduation Project

Paper Proposal Form

I have discussed with my parent/guardian the responsibilities associated with the North Carolina Graduation Project.  My parents/guardians are aware that this may require work outside the school setting.  Also, we are aware that this two-year process will include a research paper, a product, a portfolio, and a presentation. We understand that all four components must be completed satisfactorily to meet the North Carolina High School Exit Standards requirements for graduation. 

This form must be approved by the student’s parent/guardian; it must be submitted to the English III teacher.

1. Describe the topic which you plan to research and the content area (science, athletics, etc.) to which it aligns.
	

	

	


2.  State your thesis. 

	

	

	


3. What is your connection to this topic?
	

	

	


4. How is this a learning stretch for you?
	

	

	


5. What kind of product do you propose to present with your research?  Give a detailed description.

	

	

	


6. Attach an annotated bibliography of at least three sources that support your thesis.

	
	
	

	Student Signature & Date
	Parent Signature & Date
	Teacher Signature & Date


Grad Project Committee Approval:    yes  /  no

  Initials:  ____________

Signing this form indicates approval of topic.

Choosing a Topic

The research paper is a carefully developed passion, special interest, or community based paper based on an essential question.  Once you have selected and limited your topic, the essential question becomes the foundation for the entire graduation project—the question that you will ultimately answer through your research.  The paper, product, and presentation all live and die with the quality of the essential question.

A good essential question is…

In Understanding by Design, Wiggins and McTighe define essential questions as “questions that are not answerable with finality in a brief sentence… Their aim is to stimulate thought, to provoke inquiry, and to spark more questions — including thoughtful student questions — not just pat answers” (106).

Students have to think critically to answer an essential question. Instead of simply looking up answers, they conduct research and create an original answer. An essential question: 

· provokes deep thought. 

· solicits information-gathering and evaluation of data. 

· results in an original answer. 

· helps students conduct problem-related research. 

· makes students produce original ideas rather than predetermined answers. 

· may not have an answer. 

· encourages critical thinking not just memorization of facts. 

Most good evaluative essential questions feature key words such as significance, impact, effect/affect, influence, importance, emergence, necessary, evolve/evolution, and change.
Examples of Essential Questions (that can be developed into thesis statements):

· How has the fitness revolution changed the way we view the importance of exercise?
· Which fast foods chains are doing the most or least to promote and support healthy eating and lifestyles?

· How do oil companies play a role in the public’s perception of global warming?

· Should Habitat for Humanity projects be funded by the public?

· Should video games be used as educational tools? (singing games, Dance Revolution, and Guitar Hero 

· How has the public broadcasting of football changed the game?

· Should there be more commercial supersonic flights?

· How does having an active and well-funded community program help keep teenagers from engaging in destructive behavior?

Practice writing essential questions.
	

	

	

	

	

	

	


Graduation Project Research Paper 
Preliminary Bibliography

Name _____________________________ Block _________ Teacher _____________________

Directions: After through research and thought, please complete this form on google docs and share with the document with the teacher.  Once it is approved, upload it to your electronic portfolio.

In order to effectively write this research paper, you must guarantee that enough sources exist to support your thesis and central argument. For this preliminary search of information, you are required to provide three sources; however, the committee encourages you to look for more to make sure there are enough resources available. If you are unable to provide the required three sources, you must find another essential question and sources before the due date.

	Essential Question:

	

	


All research must come from reliable sources, and your teacher will talk to your class about this in detail. However, here’s a checklist of things to evaluate when determining the reliability of information: 

1. Credibility: Does the author show evidence of being knowledgeable about his subject?  Is he or she a professional with 


credentials? Does he or she represent a reputable organization?  If there is not an author, is the evidence from a 


trustworthy organization like a university, professional journal, or well-known news provider?

2. Accuracy: Is this information current, factual, detailed, and exact?  Is the information from a source that always provides 


truthful material?

3. Reasonableness:  Is this information fair and balanced?  Is this a source that is concerned with finding the truth instead of 


attacking or criticizing a topic, person, or organization? Is the tone appropriate for the topic?

4. Support: Is this information backed up by other believable, correct information?  Is this a source that provides convincing 


evidence?

Note: Remember that Wikipedia, blogs, online encyclopedias, personal websites, discussion forums, chats, and 



question/answer sites are not reliable sources.

These first four boxes are for web sources; use the last three boxes for print sources.  Copy and paste blank boxes if you need more than I gave (for example, you have 5 web sources)

Web Source 1:

	Title of article:



	Title of website:



	Author of website (if available):



	Date of article (if available):



	Name of the website’s owner/sponsor:



	Paste the entire URL here:



	What evidence do you have that this is a reliable source?



	Summarize, paraphrase, or quote material that will help support your thesis. You may find one quote, or you may find more. Write down as many as you find.

1.

2.


3.




Web Source 2:

	Title of article:

	Author of article (if available):



	Date of article (if available):



	Title of website:



	Name of the website’s owner/sponsor:



	Paste the entire URL here:



	What evidence do you have that this is a reliable source?



	Summarize, paraphrase, or quote material that will help support your thesis. You may find one quote, or you may find more. Write down as many as you find.

1.

2.


3.




Web Source 3:

	Title of article:



	Author of article (if available):



	Title of website:



	Date it was written (if available):


	Name of the website’s owner/sponsor:



	Paste the entire URL here:



	What evidence do you have that this is a reliable source?



	Summarize, paraphrase, or quote material that will help support your thesis. You may find one quote, or you may find more. Write down as many as you find.

1.


2.


3.




Use these boxes below for print sources.

Book/Journal/Newspaper/Etc.  Source 1:

	Title of article:



	Author of article/book:



	Title of book/Journal/Newspaper/Etc.:



	City of Publication:


	Publisher:



	Copyright year:



	Page numbers of article:



	Summarize, paraphrase, or quote material that will help support your thesis. You may find one quote, or you may find more. Write down as many as you find.  Include page numbers.
1.


2.


3.




Book/Journal/Newspaper/Etc.  Source 2:

	Title of article:



	Author of article/book:



	Title of book/Journal/Newspaper/Etc.:



	City of Publication:


	Publisher:



	Copyright year:



	Page numbers of article:



	Summarize, paraphrase, or quote material that will help support your thesis. You may find one quote, or you may find more. Write down as many as you find.  Include page numbers.
1.


2.


3.




Book/Journal/Newspaper/Etc.  Source 3:

	Title of article:



	Author of article/book:



	Title of book/Journal/Newspaper/Etc.:



	City of Publication:


	Publisher:



	Copyright year:



	Page numbers of article:



	Summarize, paraphrase, or quote material that will help support your thesis. You may find one quote, or you may find more. Write down as many as you find.  Include page numbers.
1.


2.


3.




Write a brief paragraph of four-six sentences about why you feel confident that you will be successful in completing a complete 5-8 page research paper on this topic based on personal experience and preliminary research.

	

	

	


Composing a Thesis Statement

What is a thesis?

A good thesis statement makes the difference between a thoughtful research paper and a simple “regurgitation of facts.”  A thesis statement declares what you really believe (based on your research) and what you intend to prove.  It is your essential question in a declarative form (the answer to your essential question). Usually, the thesis statement is the last sentence in your introductory paragraph.  The answer for your essential question often makes your thesis statement.
EACH POINT YOU MAKE IN YOUR PAPER SHOULD SUPPORT YOUR THESIS.

A good thesis will…

· propose an arguable point and take a stand.

· lend itself to being adequately developed in the required length and format of the project.  It is not too broad or too narrow.

· be specific and focused.

· be based on and can be supported by evidence you have found.

· inspire the reader to ask “how?” or “why?”

· lead the reader toward logical subtopics.

· avoid general or extreme words or phrases.

Here are some suggestions taken from A Student’s Guide to Writing the Research Paper for drafting a strong, clear thesis statement:

1. A thesis statement is a single declarative sentence. It should not be expressed as a question. If you have phrased you limited topic as a question (“How does testing affect students’ health?”), your thesis statement provides a one-sentence answer to that question (“The effects of high-stakes testing on students’ health include . . .”).

2. DO NOT begin your thesis statement with “The purpose of my paper is . . .” or “In this paper, I will write about . . . .” The person reading your paper knows you have written it—there’s no need to call attention to this.

3. A thesis statement controls the paper’s content. EVERYTHING in the paper supports the argument in your thesis statement.

4. A thesis statement should have a confident tone. Avoid using words and phrases such as probably, might, I think, seems, apparently, etc. Be bold!

5. A thesis statement may follow one of these patterns:

 
A. predict consequences,

B. claim there is a solution to a problem,

C. point out a cause and effect relationship,

D. draw a parallel, or

E. assert a conclusion.

Acceptable thesis statements:
· Funeral homes manipulate families to spend more on funerals by preying on their guilt and grief.

· Bono and Martin Sheen are superb examples of the responsibility that celebrities should accept as citizens concerned about political interests.

· Underage teenage drinkers need to recognize the dangers of consuming alcohol while operating a vehicle.

Unacceptable thesis statements:

· This paper will be about Eminem and why he’s so cool. (Lacks depth, lacks an argument.)

· Pete Rose should be in the hall of fame. (Too elementary.)
Parenthetical Citations

In order to avoid stealing other people’s intellectual property—or plagiarism, you must give credit to those other people every time you use their ideas. You need to include at least two citations per body paragraph in your paper. You need to include a citation every time you use someone’s words/ideas/research whether directly or indirectly …so reaching two per body paragraph won’t be difficult to do!

Basic Rules for PARENTHETICAL CITATIONS:

1. Always introduce the quote.

2. If it is a direct quote, use beginning and ending quotation marks.

3. If you are paraphrasing, you still need to cite your source.

4. Always cite the quote using parentheses, author’s last name and pg. #. An example looks like this: (Thompson 4).  If there is no author, then you use the title of the work.  Web sites do not usually have page numbers: (“Reasons for Writing” 8).
5. If your quote is more than 4 lines long, you must indent the entire quote three times.

6. Period are placed after the parenthetical citation, however question marks, commas, and exclamation points are placed within the quotation marks followed by a period after the parenthetical citation.

7. If you refer to the author in the sentence, you only need to insert the page number in your citation:

Scruggs points out that little music has ever been written for the banjo; many of the tunes and playing techniques were handed down by banjo players through the generations (10).

8. Always explain or reference the quote you use.

9. You do not need a citation at the end of each sentence. It is not necessary to document common knowledge.
Example using a summary quote:

There is also the question of where the marriage takes place.  Mr. B. and Pamela discuss the possibility of having the wedding take place in a church, but Mr. B states that he would not have the wedding be so public (Richardson 313).  Eventually, the chapel is decided upon as a suitable place to have the wedding ceremony, but Pamela’s niggling doubts as to whether the chapel has been sanctified leaves doubt in the readers’ minds as to whether the chapel is really a house of God or not.  

Using a direct quote:

Elizabeth Brophy, in Women’s Lives and the 18th Century English Novel, notes that  “At first, the marriage of Pamela and Mr. B follows an authoritarian pattern…. In fact, Mr. B is not so intransigent as all this suggests” (52).  Brophy goes on to quote passages that indicate Mr. B’s willingness to let Pamela speak her mind and think independently “On another occasion he insists that she speak ‘without reserve, for many times I may ask your opinion as a corrective or confirmation of my own judgment’ (II, 227)” (Brophy 152).  Not only does Pamela illustrate a marriage that is contrary to normative patriarchal views, it illustrates a happy and stable marriage.

Compiling a Works Cited Page

A works cited page presents an alphabetical list of all the sources you have cited in your paper. Only list those sources that appear in citations in your paper:  Do not include sources you didn’t end up using in your paper! You must include at least five sources on your works cited page…and you must cite from each of them inside the body of your paper.  The works cited page appears at the end of your research paper. The entire page is double-spaced.  To compile a works cited page, simply organize your bibliography cards in alphabetical order based on the first word on each card (the first word in each entry, like the author’s last name or the title of the article).  Next, be sure to indent each entry’s second line if it requires one.

The Basic Format and Rules

1. The Works Cited is its own page and must have the title centered at the top. See the example for assistance.
2. Include a header on the right-hand side. (Your last name and appropriate page number.)
3. Double-space the page.
4. Indent the second line of the citation. This is called a hanging indent and can be accomplished by hitting “enter” and then “tab.”
5. Put the citations in alphabetical order.
6. Use italics instead of underlining for titles of larger works. 
7. Capitalize each major word in the titles of articles, books, etc.
8. Omit the URL.
9. State the medium of publication (Print, Web, etc.). 


Citations
Power Lunch/Writing Lab Tutorials

Tutorial One:

Student Name:

Date:

Power Lunch Teacher Conference 


Writing Lab Conference 

Comments on Progress:

Teacher:


Student:


Teacher Sign Off:

Tutorial One:

Student Name:

Date:

Power Lunch Teacher Conference 


Writing Lab Conference 

Comments on Progress:

Teacher:


Student:


Teacher Sign Off:

											Weeks 7





Works Cited


Catton, Bruce. "Grant and Lee: A Study in Contrasts." The Bedford Reader.  �
�
�
 9th ed.  Ed. X. J. Kennedy et al. Boston: Bedford/St. Martin's, 2006. 258-61. �
�
 �
Print.�
�
Coyle, Harold. God's Children. New York: Tom Doherty Associates, 2000. Print.�
�
"For the Prez: No. 7 Hoyas Beat No. 8 Devils 89-77." WRAL.com. WRAL. 30 �
�
�
January 2010. Web. 30 January 2010.�
�
"Passion." Dictionary.com. Random House, Inc. Web. 30 January 2010.�
�









1

