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Course Description

This course combines American literature, vocabulary, grammar, and composition.  We will spend the year reading novels, short stories, plays, poems, and essays while improving your comprehension, communication, and analytical skills.   In essence, we will read works of literature by American authors, discuss the work, and then write on a related topic.  There’s something else very important going on this semester, too, and I know you’ve heard about it – the Graduation Project research paper. While you will complete the project in English 4, we will write the paper and complete many of the components in this course.
Graduation Project Paper

All English 3 students must write a Graduation Project Paper in English 3 in order to receive credit for the course. A Graduation Project packet will be given to you today with the necessary instructions and forms. You are responsible for the contents of this document. If you should lose it, please download another copy from my website or the school’s site. We will start the paper immediately, so become familiar with the due dates today.
Expectations

As a junior, there are many expectations and requirements in and around school.  For this class, you are expected to:

1. Follow directions;
2. Respect your classmates and your teacher; 

3. Be prepared for class every day by having the required materials;
4. Be on time and ready for class to begin when I am;
5. Avoid class interruptions;

6. Don’t eat in class;
7. Be in class every day unless you are too sick to do so; and

8. Take care of personal problems such as restroom visits and peer-related situations before or after this class. 
I do not allow my class to be disrupted by students either in my class or outside.  You will not be permitted to leave unless it is an emergency, nor can your friends communicate with you once you are in my class.  
Consequences

There are consequences for poor choices and bad behavior. As you can imagine, I will not tolerate unruly or disrespectful students.  I will warn you once, and that warning may be verbal or it may be nonverbal in the form of a “stern” look.  After that, I will speak to you in private. If the situation does not improve, you can expect:

· Parent/Guardian Contact

· “Time Out” for the remainder of the block

· Discipline Referral
Supplies
You will need:

1.  1” three-ring notebook for this class with dividers.  The dividers should be labeled: Notes, Vocabulary, and Graduation Project Materials
2. One-subject spiral notebook. This will be your journal.
3. Paper & Pens
4. 150 white 3x5 index cards

5. An assignment book or calendar
6. 1 box Kleenex or Puffs (PLEASE)
You must bring your notebooks, a pen, and the required text to class every day.  Buy your index cards now and just save them for later.
Communication

I am available for consultation before or after school by appointment, or you may contact me via the Internet.  I regularly check my email and don’t mind if contact me for questions.  My email address is:  melissanoel@johnston.k12.nc.us.  My lessons and calendars are online at http://msnoel.com, so please check the website often and bookmark the page for your class calendar.  Handouts and supplemental information can be found on this site, too.  Everything is on this site. If you lose the handout, it can be found online.
Research Component

We will be doing research during this course for the Graduation Project and for other essays and projects, and you will be expected to be ethical regarding your use of sources and information. We will discuss plagiarism in detail, but I want you to know now that I take plagiarism seriously. Do not copy or cheat on any assignment in my class.
Essays
We will write essays in addition to the Graduation Project research paper, so do not complain when I assign additional papers. Formal essays must be typed in 12-point font and must be double-spaced, but I will go over the correct MLA format in class later in more details.  Just know that there is a format that I expect. 

Please remember that all printer and computer issues are your responsibility. The essay due date is not negotiable and 10 points will be deducted per day that the paper is late regardless of the problem. Plan in advance and make sure that the paper is turned in at the beginning of class on the day that it’s due or it is late, and there is no excuse that I will accept. If you are absent, I expect you to email the essay to me as an attachment on the due date unless your parent has discussed the situation with me and there is a serious illness involved.
Tests and Quizzes

There will be “pop” quizzes to assess your outside reading assignments, so when I assign chapters for you to read at home, make sure you do your homework.  The tests may seem nit-picky and insipid, but they are designed to make sure that you are keeping up with your responsibilities and promises to me, so make sure you read the book I give you, and there won’t be any problems or low grades.

Homework

I assign homework 2-3 times a week in addition to assigning chapters for you to read. You need to keep up with your homework by writing down your assignments, and I recommend you keep a calendar or assignment book.  I keep your assignments on http://msnoel.com, so keep an eye on this website.  I will give you two Schnauzer Moments each quarter for you to use if you accidently forget to do your homework, and you’ll be forgiven those two times.  Note: Schnauzer Moment passes may not be used on any of the Graduation Project deadlines.
Vocabulary
I will assign SAT vocabulary words for you to learn. Please keep your vocabulary words in your notebook and do not lose the lists. I expect you to remember the words, and I will use the words throughout the semester. They will appear on the final exam.  
Journals

A one-subject spiral notebook is going to be your journal for this class.  Sometimes we will start class by writing in the journals.  When you walk into class, a journal topic may be on the board, and you will be expected to write for approximately 5-7 minutes.  The purpose of this assignment is to get you ready for the day’s assignment and/or lesson. Please take the journal seriously since it counts as an essay grade. I will not deduct points for grammar or punctuation in your journal, however, so feel free to relax when composing these entries. The primary objective is to focus your attention on the topic of the day. Sometimes we will share the journal entries, but usually they are private introspective moments for you to reflect and relax. 
Absences

As per CHS policy, students cannot miss more than four days (excused or unexcused) in a nine week term and receive a passing grade. Students can make time up in Academic Recovery; however, only three days per quarter can be made up a semester and the absence must be made up within ten days and during the quarter in which it occurs. Students who do not comply will receive a grade of not higher than 69 on their report card that quarter. It is your responsibility to tell me when you have made time up so I can verify attendance. 
When absent, please bring me a note from ACC. You are responsible for showing me your “Admit Slip.” You are responsible for all missed work. I will not chase you down.
If you are absent, check http://msnoel.com and ask a peer about what you missed. Make sure you also ask me about what you missed.  You have three days per absence to make up any assignments while you were out. Please try not to miss any school. 

Tardies

Be on time and in your desk when the bell rings. Two tardies equal one absence, and I do follow the tardy policy for Clayton High School. If you miss more than 30 minutes, you are marked absent. I expect you to remain in your desk until the bell rings to signal that the class is finished. Do not get out of your desk until the bell rings.
Electronic Devices

If your phone rings, I am required to write you up. Make sure that your phone is off in my class and completely out of sight at all times. You may only use an mp3 player with permission during special times. Have your ear buds out when I am speaking or I will take them.
Dress Code

I do not like to monitor students’ attire, but per Clayton’s policy, I have to. All students need to wear tasteful attire that is not provocative or inappropriate.  Boys cannot wear saggy pants. Please refer to the student handbook for specific details and regulations, and realize that I have to follow the guidelines that are set forth by our administration. It is embarrassing for both of us when you break the rules, so please don’t.
Remediation
Remediation days give you an opportunity to make up assignments and complete extra credit. I will post my remediation days and locations as soon as I know them. Students with an average below an 80 are required to attend remediation. Please use this opportunity to be successful in my class.
Grading Scale

Grades will be calculated based on these percentages:
Class Work/Homework 50%

Tests/Projects/Essays 30%

Quizzes 20%

Literature
We will study American authors according to where they fall in the literary periods. Each work has characteristics of the time period in which it was written, and we will study the work to look at those characteristics to look for similarities and differences. We will also discuss the authors, stylistic devices, etc. 
We will read several novels and plays this semester in addition to short stories, essays, and poems. We are definitely reading The Crucible and The Great Gatsby.  I may add Into Thin Air later; however, it depends on how much we complete on the Graduation Project research paper.

Final Words
I am more than willing to help students who put forth effort in my class, but you have to demonstrate an interest and effort. More than anything, I want each student to be successful, and I know you have to want that, too, so we’re bound to be successful this year. 
You can always find me in at the school or online through my email account. Please email me if you have any questions or problems. I look forward to seeing your parents at Open House on February 8th. Thanks!

Melissa W. Noël, M.A.T.
English Department

Clayton High School

melissanoel@johnston.k12.nc.us
http://msnoel.com
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This is your first homework assignment. You must get this signed and returned by tomorrow for a grade.

I have read Mrs. Noël’s syllabus and understand her course requirements, rules, and guidelines.  I will be responsible for their contents.  I am aware that her lesson plans are posted on www.msnoel.com.  

Clayton High’s Open House is February 8th and Progress Reports will be distributed on February 17th.  Mark your calendars now!

____________________________
                              ____________________________________

Student’s signature


                              Parent’s signature
____________________________
                              ____________________________________

Student’s Email Address (if desired)
                              Parent’s Email Address

____________________________
                              ____________________________________

Student’s Cell Phone Number

                              Parent’s Cell Phone or Home Number
____________________________
                               ____________________________________

Print student’s name

                               Date

