Analyzing an excerpt from The Interesting Narrative of the Life                     Name ______________________________
of Olaudah Equiano
Noel – English III – January 2012
Directions: Read each question carefully and provide a thorough, detailed response in complete sentences.

Background Information

1. Describe “the Middle Passage” by detailing what this was and what it was like.

2. Fill in the blanks to complete the timeline of Olaudah Equiano’s experiences:
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3. When and where was this first published?

4. What was Equiano’s purpose in writing this narrative?

Kidnapped

5. What was Equiano’s childhood like?

6. How old was Equiano when he was first captured?


7. Who captured Equiano?

8. What does he mean on page 59 when he says he “was left in a state of distraction”?


9. Why did the Africans have trouble communicating with each other?

10. What fact from this selection surprised you the most and why?


The Slave Ship

11. What were the first two sights that “filled me [Equiano] with astonishment”?

12. What actions did the white sailors do that horrified Equiano the most?

13. What made him sick when he first went below?

14. What did the white men do to him when he refused to eat?

15. What magic does Equiano see on board the ship?

16. What are the “necessary tubs”?


17. What did the sailors do with the leftover fish when they were finished eating?


18. Why did slaves attempt to jump overboard? 


19. Why were slaves punished for attempting suicide?

20. What did the slaves fear the sailors were going to do to them?

21. What animal does Equiano see for the first time?

Elements of Argument

22. What evidence does Equiano present in this autobiography that proves “the wretchedness of slavery”?

23. Provide one example of bias that appears in this narrative.

24. How do you think abolitionists reacted to this narrative? (Remember that an abolitionist was a person who fought for slavery to be abolished/ended.)

Literary Connections

25. Compare this slave narrative to Mary Rowlandson’s Captivity Narrative. What are the similarities in their reactions to being captured and held hostage?

26. Explain the differences in the ways Rowlandson and Equiano coped with their imprisonment.


27. What can we assume is Equiano’s “American” dream?

28. Compare Equiano’s American dream to Mary Rowlandson’s. What do they have in common? How do they differ?
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A diagram of a slave ship.
